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CIA reportedly can't tie
KGB to Pope shooting’
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By James Coates " of the Polish Pope.” ’
Chicago Tribune : * __Both Bulgaria and the Sovie}

WASHINGTON—President - Lro0 bave denied any involvement’

, . in the assassination attempt.
Reagan’s proposal for a meeting

with Soviet leader Yuri Andropov to shﬁﬁigvlfére’ “p",‘;’v‘;f{"?,"tu‘,f}fd té‘; .
sign a nuclear missile agreement stroy vital East-West economic’ and"-
came last Monday only after- CIA political links and disrupt everthing:>
officials said they did not have any from U.S.-Soviet trade to-arms oo
conclusive proof that the Soviet ¢po}- --- . - . R C BT
Union engineered the 1881 shooting =~ gources said the CIA briefers$adi.""
of Pope John Paul II, according t0 -cated that a “chain of circumstantizl®
U.S. government sources. .= . - ‘- evidence’” leads from Agea tothe™
Dux:mg brlefmgs about the Pope’s Bulgarjan secret police. T
shooting for the White House and The sources noted that 'Bﬁlgamﬁf";
- Capitol Hill, some CIA officials COM-- pefinials recently took “several steps
pared the situation to the confusion.. ¢ qafice speculation that their g !

over a possible Soviet role in the 1963 _ ; ) .
assassination of President John F. ctbr:txp(_ngwe’set -up -Agea .sA.e_,tt:ack_::for\_

Kennedy, the sources said. - - i - RS54
The briefers repeatedly empha-~ FOR EXAMPLE, authorities in the-
sized that their conclusions are being  Bulgarian capital of Sofia allowed g
‘drawn primarily from results ob--New York Times reporter to intercs
tained by an Italian court investiga-, View Bekir Celenk, a Turk wanted by, *
ting the shooting of the Pope, rather -.Italy on complicity in the assassina-3’
than from United States agents here”, tion attempt. Celenk ‘said in the-in?
and abroad. . - _~terview.that he has never met Agea
- Although the Italian investigation., "Italian pewspapers have reported.
has not vet been concluded, a num- that Celenk offered Agea $1.25 il
ber of U.S. officials have 'indicated lion to shoot the Pope. The repofts’
gxatb Atrggrict:ln intelligence agencies are unconfirmed. - ionl-eoV. a2l
oubt ians will produce con- garia "Celenk ““unde re
clusive proof of any association be- | 'o%;lnmentg?gr.’qﬁlﬁiammi
tween Mehmet Ali Agca, the Pope’s - cember after the newspaper reportsw
assaﬂant,agdvtﬁe Soviet secret l_>01— »were published. On Tuesgi y a;Bul,,
10, IR A, ;:gmm prosecutor said Ce{enk 1
- INFORMED SOURCES with ac- been released from detention but has;
cess to some of the briefings said 1ot been allowed to leave the country
Vice .President George Bush dis- until the Italian Inquiry is coll-y
~cussed the attack on the pontiff with .pleted. A o S
the CIA's Rome station chief and. - At the same time, Bulgarian au-
other experts befox;eL traveling to Eu-- thorities deny that their country had
‘10 ]a%twted; SRR tn -any dealings with Celenk. <. . - -
esident Reagan's proposal 30t i e e B Kot s ST
Andropov came in an open letter?, A SIMILAR: suspicion -of ‘Sovieb_
which Bush read in West Berlin. .. -: - {volvement occurred in the wake of -
.+ Italy’s Defense Minister -Lelio: Kennedy's assassination after it was,
"Lagorio implied’ in December .tha - disclosed that .Oswald . had gone 1o’
"the  Bnlgarian-government-was-ips - o2 Soviet, Union in 1859 and offeres)
i volved 1a.the shooting of .xhei'PdpeE:f" provide'the KGB with details hug
,"There has' been international specu~~learned as a radar technician at e Uy
Hlation that the Soviet KGB worked.in 2 &py plave base in Japan. ‘"L U
*collusion with Bulgarian authoriSes” " put ™ (56 CIA byidork et
f‘.‘lql’lwtg‘;tpmm called the -plot.to" -noted in current sessions :mbout-the ¢
" Sen. Alfonse M. D*Amato R~ gobg ", Shooting, there was enough |
“N.Y.] -said last September.that be . the U.S. from ever );og‘;xs:]]wm :
» was “convinced that the Soviet KGB. i1 that ‘the KGB was in 5; ed in
had full knowledge of and. at least é')ggassassination ~ ivteen o vo»v ——
" tactically supported the plot.” ’ T
D’Amato, a conservative, said it was , The experts emphasize that:the
“quite apparent that the Soviets current situation involving the Pope
would have liked to rid the Vatican contains similar doubt. . ...
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